Theoretical Convergence & Divergence in Linguistics

Time: September 22-24, 2010

Venue: Kuntokallio conference centre, Helsinki, Finland

Organizer: Langnet Doctoral Programme in Language Studies

Course description

Theoretical Convergence & Divergence in Linguistics is addressed to anyone interested in current paradigms in linguistics, both PhD students and more advanced scholars. It has two interrelated aims: First, to provide opportunities for participants to discuss and learn more about current paradigms in linguistics. Second, to develop in participants an understanding of how they personally can position themselves in the linguistic field worldwide. The course involves a one-day seminar and a one-day workshop, including a panel discussion. Our keynote speaker will be Matti Sintonen, Professor of Theoretical philosophy, who will lecture on The Concept of a Paradigm. The other speakers are from the editorial staff of high impact journals in language studies and top-level publishing houses, representing a very pragmatic approach to linguistic paradigms. The one-day workshop following the seminar will help the PhD students find their own location in current linguistics.

Contact: Professor Markku Filppula (markku.filppula@uef.fi) and coordinator Tuomo Fonsén (tuomo.fonsen@helsinki.fi)

Registration: Participants should send a one page abstract of their project to markku.filppula@uef.fi by September 6. Information about admittance will be sent out to applicants shortly after that.

Credits: 3-4 ECTS

Grants: A limited number of International Student Travel Grants are available to participants from Nordic and Baltic countries through the NordLing network and will be awarded on a "first come, first served" basis. Finnish students cannot apply for these grants. Students must apply for International Student Travel Grants directly to NordLing. See the NordLing website:

https://webmail.hum.ku.dk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://groups.google.com/group/nordling/ (see 'Participants' and 'Grants').

Programme:

22 September 2010

17.00 Departure from Helsinki Railway Station

18.00-20.00 Sauna at Kuntokallio

20.00 Dinner and informal get-together

23 September 2010

09.15-09.30 Markku Filppula: Opening Words

09.30-11.00 Matti Sintonen: The Concept of ‘paradigm’
11.00-11.30 Coffee break

11.30-12.30 Fred Karlsson: Paradigms in Nordic linguistics
12.30-13.30 Lunch

13.30-14.30 Fred Karlsson: Paradigms in Nordic linguistics (continued)
14.30-15.30 Laura Janda (Cognitive Linguistics): A journal editor’s view

15.30-16.00 Coffee break

16.00-17.00 Jan-Ola Östman: From pragmatics to constructions 
17.00-18.00 David Britain (Journal of Sociolinguistics): A journal editor’s view
18.00-19.00 Free time (for walks and other sports)
19.00-20.00 Dinner
20.00-22.00 Sauna
24 September 2010

09.00-10.30 Workshop, Part 1 – Fred Karlsson

10.30-11.00 Coffee break
11.00-12.30 Workshop, Part 2 – Fred Karlsson

12.30-13.30 Lunch

13.30-14.30 Panel Discussion

14.30-14.45 Markku Filppula: Closing words
15.00 Departure from Kuntokallio
