“The Case for Slavic Case” 

by Laura A. Janda

This talk will present both the achievements thus far in the analysis of Slavic case, as well as the opportunities for future research.

Case-marking languages such as Polish and Russian present special challenges and opportunities for linguistic research. Case presents highly polysemous categories that can serve as ideal tests for the basic concepts of cognitive linguistics. If we analyze a case such as the Dative, for example, we need to address a number of theoretical and practical issues, such as: 


What is the prototypical meaning?


How is the prototypical meaning grounded in physical experience?


What are other meanings and how do they relate to the prototypical meaning?


What role do metaphor and metonymy play in structuring the radial category?


How does the use of case differ across languages?

Construction grammar has proven to be a valuable framework for investigating the form-meaning relationship in cognitive linguistics. However, much of the work to date on construction grammar has focused on English and on a relatively small range of constructions. Languages with case marking offer an opportunity to further extend the construction grammar model and suggest how it might be used to describe a comprehensive range of constructions in a language. Now that we have large corpora of languages available over the intenet, it is additionally possible to probe the relative frequency of case constructions by investigating the constructional profiles of words, which I expect will be a fruitful venue for future research.

