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NOTES ON STRLSS PATTERNS OF RUSSIAN NOUNS

Preliminary remarks andutypology

There are four major types, whose classification iIs determined ~
by the occurrence of stress on the stem (S) or the ending (E).

Basic pattern | Type Formula Sg Pl
1 ’ ’

Fixed (') A S-E S-E S-E
B S-B S-E S-E

Mobile (") | ¢ $-E S-E S-E
D S-E S-E $-E

Besides these major types there are a number of transitional

mobile subtypes, which will be discussed below. Some nouns exhibit
exceptional stress patterns which lie outside the general typology
and must be treated as idiosyncratic,.

The major types of stress patterns (A,B,C,D) are not equally
distributed among the various genders and declension classes. The
constraints on each type will be noted in the appropriate sections
below.

Symbolization

In the survey below a consistent distinction is made between
the stress marks used in the dictionary form (formula) [+ = fixed,
~ = mobile] and in the actual forms of the paradigm [’ = actual

stress placement], A stress on a -# ending is, of course, realized
on the preceding syllable, e.g., cron-g -> cTén.

The mark ' over a stem syllable or an ending of the dictionary
form indicates that the same stem syllaple or ending is stressed
in the singular and,the plural, e.q., g§§: Bi§’ njxat nyxe/nyxu,
ayxos, pyxax; cron-@: crton, cronad, cToné/cToiH, CTOJNOB, CTONAEX.

The mark ~ over a stem syllable indicates that the stress falls
.on that stem syllable in the:singular and shifts to the endings in
the plural, barring notation to the contrary, e.g., H60-¢: Héc, Héca,
Hoce/HocH, HocdB, Hocdx. The mark ~ over an ending indicates that the
stress falls on the endings in the singular and shifts to the stem-—
finalAsyllablg in the plural, barring notation to the contrary, e.gq.,
Koyneco: Koneco, Kojeci, Konecé/xonéca, KOJNEC, KONECAX.




L
Stress type A (S5-E)

‘

. — e A G e mn maws e v v e o ot e aaew o et e w e e e wam e o wmer

found in all declension classes. It is mandatory for certain

suffixed derivatives, e.g., m-1 nouns in {1o0q} (apxeonor-¢g,
ernnténor-@F), n-1 nouns in §n'ij} (3Haume, comepxanue), f-2 nouns

in §ic} (apBuua, Turpuua), £-3 nouns in jost'y (bHocTr#, panmocTn~F).
.All f-2 nouns with stem stress in the Nsg are of type A, with .
the exception of pgepeBHa and Jold , which are of subtype < (below) .

Examples:
] 1 ] '
oyx-@ (m-1) sHaHue (n-1) mepa (£f-2) ¥usup~@F (£-3)

N  nyx OyXu 3HAHUME  SHAHUA mépa  MépH KASHL — XASHU

A IOyx OYXHU 3HAHMe  SHAHUA uépy  Mépm XNSHL  XABHU
(d 14 w 7 bl o

G nyxa IyxoB | 3HAHMA  SHaHui mépn  Mép XASHM  X73Hell

L nyxe oyxax | SH&HMM  3HAHMAX |Mépe  Mépax |XMSHM  XHSHAX
’ / I'4 s

D nyxy nyxam | SsHAHmlo  SHAmuaM |mépe  mépaM |XASHM  XA3HAM

I oayxom  nyxamu | 8HAHuMeM SHAHuaAMM | Mépoli Mépamu |XMSHBO XAIHAMU

L
Stress type B (S-E)

all declension classes,

but is most common in classes m-1,

It is found in
n-l

(mostly derived nouns), and f-2. Two f-3 nouns have type B

n0w0oBs 'love', LAylib ‘overgrown part of woods, backwoods' [five

f-3 nouns if one counts the ambiguous BOWb 'louse', DOXb 'rye', and

. The seemingly anomalous Isg for these nouns can be
viewed as end-stressed, since the ending §ju$, like £@3, is unstress-

NoXp 'lie'].

able in nominal declension.

Type B stress is mandator

The only m-3 noun §fput'3] has type B.

m~1 nouns in fak} (gypax-#, puax-¢).

for certain suffixed derivatives, e.g.,

Examples:
\ 3 \ ’ ]
cron-g (m=1) ouxo (n-=1) ‘uepra (£f=2)
'l / /
N CTén croné OUKO oqx@ uepTa  UepTH
A
A CTON CT O OUK®  OUKY 4epTy = 4epTH
/ ; / / 4 e
G CTONA  CTOJIOB OuUK&  OUKOB uepTH . UépT
L cTone  CTrojax OuKé  OuKaxX uepTe YepTax
D CTONY  CTONAM OUKY  OUK3M uepTé  uepTaM
I cTonoMmM cCToONaMM OUKOM OuKaMmu yepTo¥ . uepTamu
) . ) )
mo6oBb-F (£f-3) nyTe-@ (m-3)
. / N /4
N  066Bs  NMOGBIH nyTe  MyTH N
A" - moGOBb anBg IyTh nyTyH
G 7100 BIA NG BEH nyTH nyTei
’ . o r
L  no6Bu 100 BAX nyTin nyTs
/ /) . o
D ~ 06BN 71100 BSIM OYyTM  OyTHAM
1 1066Bsi nGBAMM | mYTEM myTHMu.




Stress type C (5-E)

from classes m-1 and n-1l,

Examples:
A ’~
HOC—~{ (m=-1) XQMTGHB~¢ (m-1) agno (n-1)
4 i 2 rd
N BOC HOCH YQMTeHL yunrtena néno gena
14 /. £ AR £
A H?C HOCH yuMTenﬂ yunreleu neno aena
/ £k PR
G HOC& HOCOB quTeHH yunTeJeu néna nen
L Héce Hoch yuHTene yuurensx ngne nenax
/ v
D HOCY HOC%M quTenm VYUUTECIAM ngny nenaM
I HOCOM HOoCaM¥u quTeﬂEM yunTenéMM DEeJIOM nen&uu

Two commorn ri-1

nouns are exceptional in shifting the str@sa in the

UJ ral to the stem=final syllable instead or the endlnqq. 83ep0~—
6zepo, daepa, oa@pe/oappa, osep, o38pax; nepeBo——gepeBo, népena,

népese/nepéBba, NEPEBLEB, HNEPEBLAX.

Stress type D (S-E)

Stress_on endings in_the 51ngu1ar

— . - Gu—  na  mann

This stress pattern is

Tound ONly iN Reicei-iwet—meowrrs from c;as>es

m-1, n-1, and f=2, m=2, There is a productive tendency for m-1
nouns with type D to change to type B (fixed stress on endings).
Examples:
A A A ‘ ’ .
kasak-¢ (m-1) koneco (n-l) XxeHa (f-2) cynbra (m-2;
s’) . .e [4 wep L i .
N Ka3aK Kaaéx' Konecd KoJéca keHa KEHH CYRBS cygbf
A Kasaka Kaaaxoa Koneco Konéca WEeHY KEH CYOBR cygeL
G Kasaka Kasaxpn kosnecd KOJEC KeHH XEH CYRBH cynei
L xasaké  Kasdkax xonecé  Konmscax KeHe ~ KEHOX |CYNBE  CYABHX
! .e J .o e
U Kasaky KasaxaM KoJecy KOJIECaM xeHe KEHAM cympe  CYAbaM
I xasakdu KasdkaMmu KonecdM KolécaMmu ¥eHOi XEHaMM | CyAREM CYRbAML
In stress type D the stress shifts to the stem-final sylli.dle (not

counting a fleeting vowel) in most cases. Thereé are a few exceptio.
nouns which advance the stress of the Gpl to the ending, howeve.. Fo
nouns with a {¢#$ ending in the Gpl, the stress is realizea on the
‘last stressable vowel, including a fleeting vowel, €.g., CYILBA: cyne...
Since the stress of the Gpl differs, from that of the other plural
forms, there is a productive tendency to lose the Gpl stress «d=-
vancement rule (hereafter symbolized g) and thus regularize the Gpi
stress on the same syllable as the oLHer plural forms, e.g., produc-

tive, but nonnormative c en cf. c neAx, etc. The rnouns
with stress type D are Fod Delowwith p%rm%t%ed regularlgeo

variants.




Type D nouns marked with rule g:

. / / / / 7/
n-1 konpnd 'ring' Konpud, Konmpud, Konsue/xénmua, Kojely, Konamlax
w o vy o / / / /o
Aiuo ‘egg’ aind, aiktud, aiiué/dina, auu, ainax

/ . / / / .e /
rXMHS'threshing rymné, ryMH4, TyMHE/TyMHa, TYMeH~ IyMEH, TyMHaX
floor; barn'

Vo) ' ' ’ P / / Y4 V4
f-2  oBua 'sheep oBnd, OBUYy, OBLE/OBUN, OBel, OBlIax
. / / 2/ / e /
cBuHBA 'pig! CBUHBS, CBUHBK, CBUHBE/CBIHBU, CBUHEH, CBAHBAX

/ . / / /s /
cemMnd * '‘family' cemssa, ceMnio, CeMLé/CeMbM, ceMen, ceMpax
A . 7 g .e o
cecTtpa 'sister' cecTpé, cecrpi, cecrpe/cécTpn, cecrT8p, cécTpax

A / 7/ / /, /o /
m=-2 cynrs * 'judge’ cynms, CyInmw, cynmé/cymmu, cygmeil, cynnax

*manuals specifically warn against cémeﬁ, cineﬁ

- Summary of major stress patterns

Type A (S-E) Type B (S-E) Type C (S-E) Type D (5-E)
m-1 nyx-9 cron-§ nbe-g ( xasax~§ )
n-1 3uduMe . QuKO .gégg | gggggﬁ
£-2 Mepa ¥epTd @00 e - %xeHa
m=2 MyXuiHa neBwa® 0 em—ee— cyneie*
£-3 KUBHE - ooy /S —
Mme=3 ee—e——— n Ts-é —————— e

*actually nouns of common gender
**productively becoming a noun of common gender

The fixed patterns A and B occur to a greater or lesser degree
with all declensional classes, Mobile pattern C is restricted to
non-feminines of declension class 1; mobile pattern D is becoming
restricted to non-masculines of declension classes 1 and 2 (m-1l
nouns of type D are moving to type B),

The salient feature of the mobile patterns is the strict opposition
of stress placement in the singular and plural paradigms. We will
now turn to other mobile patterns which, in general perspective,
represent transitional stages to the major types.



Secondary mobile patterns

The secondary mobile patterns are traditionally characterized
as variations of the major stress patterns B, C, and D, This
scheme is followed here,
In the typology below the S-E patterns will be modified by the
. symbols a and/or n. The symbol a denotes stem-initial stress in

the Asg, The symbol n denotes stem-initial stress in the Npl (and
where appropriate, the Apl).

Type C (S-E) Type D (S-E)

1 ]
Tyvpe B (S-E)

A . ~
B, S-E n C, S-En D

Subtype B1

Subtype B, has end stress in all forms axcept the Npl (Apl),
which has 1%1t1a1 stress. It occurs mostly with f-2 nouns.

Four m-~1 nouns have subtype B I'Bo3ap 'nail, rpys3ap 'milk-agaric
mushroom', koHp 'steed’', qepBb 'worm, maggot' Three n-l nouns
have subtype B naeyQ ‘shoulder’, kpuapug 'porch', Tappo 'brand

(on cattle, etc.)'.

since it appears to be pedagogically useful.

] ] ]
ryéa n (£-2) KOHb-@ n (m-1) nieyo n (n-1)
’ / ’ ’
N ryda rydm KOHE KOHY mieuo T uM
A rydy ry6m KOH# KOHEHU nneuq mieun
G ry6u TYy6 KOHA KOHEéM nieua nneuei
/

L ry6e rydax KOHE KOHAX nneqe nnevax
D ryGe ryGaM KOHI0 KOHAM nneuy naeusM
I ry6 i ryGamu KOHEM KOHAMU e uoM TiJie yaMu
Subtype B

‘ 2

Subtype B, has end stress in all forms except the Asg and Npl
(Apl) whic% have initial stress. Subtype B, is restricted to

p 9 Y 2
f-2 nouns,

' 1
ronosa a/n (f-2) cTeHa a/n (f=2)
/ /

N ronosa réa0BH cTeHd CTEHH
A ronosy rénoBH ‘cTéuy CTEHH
G T0JI0 BY ronds CTEeHH CTEH
L roJI0BE rononéx crené CTEeHax
D ronosé  TONOBAM creHé creHgM
I TONOBOK  ronoBamu cTeHd#  CTeHaMu



Subtxge CI

-Subtype C, has stem stress in the singular and end stress in
the plural, except for the Npl (Apl), which has initial stress.
It occurs mogtly with m~l1 nouns and f-3 nouns. Two n-1 nouns have

subtype C OKo 'eye', yxo 'ear', Two f-2 nouns have subtype Clz
JepesHa' v%llage', gong 'portion, share',

A : A

3y6~% n (m-1) Bega-ﬁ n (f-3) xxo n (n-1) |gong n (£f-2)

/ 7 / ’ 7

N 3v6 3y6u BéWs  BémM yxo yuu nona nonn
A 3y6 aydm BEWD -Bémm yxo yum nbémo nonm
G 3yba 3y0és - |Béum  Beméi yxa yuéi nbnu nonem
L 3y6e ay0ax Bémum  Ben yxe yuéx néne RONAX
D 3yGy aySam BéuM  BeudM Ixy yuam néne BOMHM
I 3yGom B8yGamum |Bémmo Bemdmm | yxoM ymaMM nonet  ponswmu
Subtype Dl

Except. for the Asg, which has initial stress, subtype D, has

end stress in the singular and stem stress in the plural. Subtype
Di is limited to f-2 nouns. The noun semns 'earth, land' is a g
noun with end stress in the Gpl, :
Bona a (f-2) gzmﬁ a (£-2) gemng a (£-2)
N  Boma B3énm nyma  njum 3eMIIA 3 é M
A BOmy BN nyicy nyuu 3émmo 3eMIn
G  BOHH Bén oy nym BeMn seMens
L 3oune Bonax nyme nymax semie 3eMIax
D Boné BOnam nyme nymaM 3eMIé 3éumnsam
I Boudi BOZamu oyméii  oymamu IeMIIER  seMmagMu
Summary of secondary mobile patterns
' o ] ~ -~
B, (S-E n) B, (S-E a/n) ¢, (s-E n) Dy (S-F al
{

m-1 KoHb=-@ n (4)  —eeeee aﬁd—g n e
n-1 gneud n (8)  ——eeee Fxo n (2)  emeee-
£-2 ry64 n ronos& a/n nons n (2) Bond a
M=2  —mmeee e e e
b B e — Bémé-ﬁ N e

m~3



Productive development

It is beyond the scope of this survey to present a detailed
analysis of the productive developments in Russian nominal stress.
Such an analysis would entail a different form of symbolization
to show the motivation behind various changes. Instead, the major
trends are noted.

m-1 nouns (targets: type B, type C)

Type A: Some tendency for A => (Cl) => C
Type B: Stable
Type C: Stable
Type D: Tendency for D => B
Subtype B;: Stable [if B, develops then presumably B, => B]

Subtype C Tendency for C1 => C

1.
n-1 nouns

All types stable

f-2 nouns (target: typé D)

Type A: Stable
Type B: Some tendency for B => (Bl) => D

Type D: Stable

Subtype Blz Tendency for Bi => D

' : B
Subtype BZ: Tendency for Bz<<:: i::>=> D

D3

Subtype C,: Stable [if C, develops then presumably C; => Al

l:

Subtype Dl: Tendancy for Dl => D

m-—2 nouns

All types stable



f-3 nouns
Type A: Some tendency for A => N
Type B: Stable |

Subtype Cl: Stable

m-3 noun

Stable

Schematic summary of major and secondary nominal stress patterns

L [ )
Type A |e .
LA .
(s-E) | .
[ ] ®»
[ ] ® o ® . ° [ ] [ ]
Type B| |o . Type B, ol 1212 Type B, el |°]2
1 * )
(S-E) . M (S-E n) . . (S=E a/n) | e .
[ 3 ' ° » ] '
[ ] [ ] .‘ [
[ ] * ] ol
e
Typé Cc : : Tgpe Cl : 5
(S-E) |3 . (S-E n) |¢ :
. . . . .
Type D | fof |2 Type D, {°l.] |s
(S-E) o I (S-E a) 1 ls
. * [ Y . Y @




