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“A semantic map of Russian aspect”
Laura A. Janda, UNC Chapel Hill, janda@unc.edu, www.unc.edu/~lajanda
Background: Aspect (perfective vs. imperfective) is obligatorily expressed by all verb forms. Elaborate aspectual derivational morphology, noted in square brackets [], combines simplex stems, prefixes (meanings and perfectivization) and suffixes (mostly just imperfectivization, but there is one perfectivizing semelfactive suffix, noted as ‘once’). 

Defining Terms:

Activity (= Process + Repetition)
1) Подобрав себе трусики, бюстгальтер и мягкие ботиночки, она зашла за вешалку, разделась и через несколько минут, полностью одетая, была уже готова идти. Остальные медленно выбиралиi себе наряды.

‘After selecting shorts, a bra, and soft shoes for herself, she went behind the cloak-room, undressed, and in a few minutes, fully dressed, was already prepared to go. The others were slowly choosingi [out-take-imperfectivize] their outfits.’
2) С киносъемками мне не повезло. Во-первых, мои танцы снимали мало, и большей частью в отрывках, за исключением фильма-балета "Золушка". Часто выбиралиi плохую точку для съемок, и танцовщики в кадре получались приземистые. Надо снимать из точки "снизу вверх".

‘I had bad luck with films. On the one hand, my dances were rarely filmed, and for the most part in excerpts, with the exception of the ballet film “Cinderella”. They often chosei [out-take-imperfectivize] a bad angle for the shots, and the dancers looked stocky in the close-ups. They need to be shot “from below”.’

Completion Act (= Accomplishment + Achievement)
Natural Perfectives and Specialized Perfectives express Completion Acts


Natural Perfective 
3) Китайцы построилиp мощнейший суперкомпьютер.

‘The Chinese have builtp [along-build] a really powerful supercomputer.’

Specialized Perfective
4) Камень за камнем перестроилиp Кремль.

‘Stone by stone they rebuiltp [re-build] the Kremlin.’

Complex Act (= Aktionsart: Delimitative, Perdurative, Ingressive, etc.)
5) Мэр Москвы поигралp в футбол и покаталсяp на автомобиле Хрущева.

‘The mayor of Moscow playedp [awhile-play] a bit of soccer and took a ridep [awhile-ride] in Khrushchev’s car.’

Single Act (= Semelfactive)
6) Зловеще тикнулиp часы - сменилась дата.

‘The clock tickedp [tick-once] ominously – the date changed.’
An example of dynamism in a Russian verb cluster:
· Activity щипатьi ‘pinch, plucki’ [pinch/pluck]
· Natural Perfective о(б)щипатьp ‘pinch, pluckp’ [around-pinch/pluck]
· Specialized Perfectives like отщипатьp ‘pinch offp’ [off-pinch/pluck] and выщипатьp ‘pluck outp’ [out-pinch/pluck], which form the Activities отщипыватьi ‘pinch offi’ [off-pinch/pluck-imperfectivize] and выщипыватьi ‘pluck outi’ [out-pinch/pluck-imperfectivize] and in turn the Complex Acts поотщипыватьp ‘pinch offp (for a while)’ [awhile-(off-pinch/pluck-imperfectivize)] and повыщипыватьp ‘pluck outp (for a while)’ [awhile-(out-pinch/pluck-imperfectivize)]
· a Complex Act пощипатьp ‘pinch, pluckp (for a while)’ [awhile-pinch/pluck]
· a Single Act щипнутьp ‘pinch, pluckp (once)’ [pinch/pluck-once]
Figure 1: Pathway of the verb cluster headed by щипатьi ‘pinch, plucki’ in the conceptual space of aspect
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Table 1: Distribution of 283 Russian verb clusters

	Number of clusters
	Structure of cluster type

	More than 50 verb clusters:

	55
	Activity + Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective

	54
	Activity + Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective + Complex Act

	51
	Activity + Specialized Perfective + Complex Act

	15-26 verb clusters:

	26
	Activity + Complex Act

	23
	Activity + Specialized Perfective + Complex Act + Single Act

	19
	Activity + Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective + Complex Act + Single Act

	18
	Activity + Natural Perfective

	15
	Activity + Complex Act + Single Act

	6-7 verb clusters:

	7
	Activity

	7
	Activity + Specialized Perfective

	6
	Activity + Natural Perfective + Complex Act

	1 verb cluster:

	1
	Activity + Natural Perfective + Complex Act + Single Act

	0 verb clusters but known to exist as a rare phenomenon:

	0
	Natural Perfective

	0 verb clusters:

	0
	Activity + Single Act

	0
	Activity + Natural Perfective + Single Act

	0
	Activity + Specialized Perfective + Single Act

	0
	Activity + Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective + Single Act

	0
	Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective

	0
	Natural Perfective + Complex Act

	0
	Natural Perfective + Single Act

	0
	Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective + Complex Act

	0
	Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective + Single Act

	0
	Natural Perfective + Complex Act + Single Act

	0
	Natural Perfective + Specialized Perfective + Complex Act + Single Act

	0
	Specialized Perfective

	0
	Specialized Perfective + Complex Act

	0
	Specialized Perfective + Single Act

	0
	Specialized Perfective + Complex Act + Single Act

	0
	Complex Act

	0
	Complex Act + Single Act

	0
	Single Act


The three dominant cluster types:
· Activity (делатьi ‘doi, makei’ [do]) + Natural Perfective (сделатьp ‘dop, makep’ [together-do]) + Specialized Perfective (переделатьp ‘redop’ [re-do], разделатьp ‘preparep’ [unfold-do]) (Note: some biaspectual verbs go here; all determined motion verbs go here)
· Activity (питьi ‘drinki’ [drink]) + Natural Perfective (выпитьp ‘drinkp’ [out-drink]) + Specialized Perfective (впитьp ‘absorbp’ [in-drink], запитьp ‘wash downp’ [cover-drink]) + Complex Act (попитьp ‘drinkp (for a while)’ [awhile-drink])

· Activity (плакатьi ‘cryi’ [cry]) + Specialized Perfective (выплакатьp ‘cryp out, obtainp by crying’ [out-cry], оплакатьp ‘mourn overp’ [around-cry]) + Complex Act (поплакатьp ‘cryp (for a while)’ [awhile-cry])

Cluster types that are uncommon, but well-attested:

· Activity (стонатьi ‘moani’ [moan]) + Complex Act (постонатьp ‘moanp (for a while)’ [awhile-moan])

· Activity (дуть ‘blowi’ [blow]) + Specialized Perfective (вдутьp ‘blow inp’ [in-blow], раздутьp ‘inflate, fanp’ [unfold-blow]) + Complex Act (подутьp ‘blowp (for a while)’ [awhile-blow]) + Single Act (дунутьp ‘blowp (once)’ [blow-once])
· Activity (грызтьi ‘gnawi’ [gnaw]) + Natural Perfective (разгрызтьp ‘gnawp’ [unfold-gnaw]) + Specialized Perfective (сгрызтьp ‘gnawp up’ [down-gnaw], перегрызтьp ‘gnawp through’ [through-gnaw]) + Complex Act (погрызтьp ‘gnawp (for a while)’ [awhile-gnaw]) + Single Act (грызнутьp ‘gnawp (once)’ [gnaw-once])

· Activity (крепнутьi ‘get strongeri’ [getstronger]) + Natural Perfective (окрепнутьp ‘get strongerp’ [around-getstronger]) (Note: some biaspectual verbs go here)
· Activity (храпетьi ‘snorei’ [snore]) + Complex Act (похрапетьp ‘snorep (for a while)’ [awhile-snore]) + Single Act (храпнутьp ‘snorep (once)’ [snore-once]) (Note: non-determined motion verbs go here)
Cluster types that are rare:

· Activity (предвидетьi ‘foreseei’ [foresee])

· Activity (крепитьi ‘strengtheni’ [strengthen]) + Specialized Perfective (скрепитьp ‘fasten togetherp’ [together-strengthen], прикрепитьp ‘attach top’ [at-strengthen])

· Activity (пользоватьсяi ‘usei’ [use]) + Natural Perfective (воспользоватьсяp ‘usep’ [up-use]) + Complex Act (попользоватьсяp ‘usep (for a while)’ [awhile-use])
· Activity (ошибатьсяi ‘make a mistakei’ [aroundhit-imperfectivize]) + Natural Perfective (ошибитьсяp ‘make a mistakep’ [aroundhit]) + Complex Act (поошибатьсяp ‘make a mistakep (for a while)’ [awhile-(aroundhit-imperfectivize)]) + Single Act (ошибнутьсяp ‘make a mistakep (once)’ [aroundhit-once])
· Natural Perfective (уцелетьp ‘survivep’ [downbewhole])
Implicational hierarchy (completable or non-completable): 

Activity > (Specialized Perfective/Natural Perfective) > Complex Act > Single Act
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