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Main Ideas:

Two metaphors, based on properties of motion, motivate Russian aspectual derivation:

· Travel vs. Motion, metaphorically interpreted as Completability vs. Non-Completability

· Granular vs. Fluid, metaphorically interpreted as Singularizable vs. Non-Singularizable

In addition to Imperfective Activity, there are four types of Perfectives: Natural Perfective, Specialized Perfective, Complex Act, Single Act
Motion verbs form clusters containing all four types of Perfectives.

A single Implicational Hierarchy describes all 12 extant cluster types in Russian:

Activity > (Natural Perfective/Specialized Perfective) > Complex Act > Single Act

Three cluster types account for over half the verbs in the lexicon

· Activity+Natural+Specialized+Complex Act

· Like писатьi ‘write’

· Activity+Natural+Specialized

· Like вязатьi ‘tie’

· Activity+Specialized+Complex Act

· Like работатьi ‘work’ 

The cluster model of Russian aspect is a better account than the “pair” model and integrates Motion verbs rather than relegating them to the status of exceptions.
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