Homework 17: Czech Dative Verbs

The dative case in Czech is a good example of polysemy of a grammatical category. Verbs with the following meanings (in the table on the next page) govern the dative case in Czech. This means that the noun that comes after the verb is in the dative case, indicating a certain relationship between that noun and the verb. So if you abuse your enemy, your enemy is in the dative. If you act as the chairman of a committee, the committee is in the dative. If you add to what someone has, then that someone is in the dative case. Can you figure out what the dative case means? (Hint: the word “dative” comes from the Latin word meaning ‘give’).
	abuse, call names

act as chairman of

add

adjust to

admire

advise

answer

appeal to

applaud

approach

appropriate

assist

be a slave to

be a traitor for 

be equal to

be indebted to

be missing/lacking

be similar to

be surprised by

beat

become estranged from

become obsessed with, addicted to

become used to

believe

belong to

benefit

bless

bother

bow to

bring 


	call

command

compete with

complain

conform to 

congratulate

consent

contradict

contribute

correspond to

court, woo

defy, rebel

deliver

devote self to

devote self to

disgust

dominate

draw toward

enjoy, have at one's disposal

entrust one's self to, confide in

escape

flatter

forgive

get unused to

give

give in to

govern, rule

hamper, trouble

hand

hand in

happen to

harm

help

hinder

hurt


	impress

indulge in

interfere with

introduce self to

kowtow to

laugh at

laugh at

lie

object to

oblige, ingratiate self to

offer

order

overtake

pass to

pay 

pray

present

prevent, resist, oppose

put under spell, captivate

remind

renounce nationality, defect

repay

retaliate against

return

run away from


	sacrifice self to

salute

satisfy, please

seen to

seize

serve

side with

slap

spank

steal 

study, learn

submit to

succumb to

surrender

surrender to 

swipe

take

take revenge on

tap (telephone)

taste good to

thrash

threaten

toady to

trust

turn over

understand

wave to

whip 

wish

write to

yield to




